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Udvozoljiik a REN harmadik szamaban. Ha szeretné tudni,hogy mi térténik Romaniaban a
kornyezetvédelem teriiletén ,akkor fontos elolvasni a hirlevelet. A REN e havi f0 témaja az
onkéntesek szerepe a kornyezetvédelem teriiletén és hogyan talaljuk meg az dnkénteseket akik
mozgasba hozzak a szervezetet.

A REN-t azzal vadoltak meg hogy antikapitalista. Ha kapitalistdnak lenni azt jelenti hogy
a pénzszerzés folyaman nem gondolunk arra hogy cselekedeteinknek milyen hosszi

tavu hatasa van ,akkor a REN antikapitalista.A piacot nem érdekli hogy mi torténik a
bolygonkkal ,ha az emberek és a korményok nem Iépnek fel erélyesen.

Egy bolygonk van ,véges tartalékokkal,ndvekedd népességgel, eltiinében 1évo
kapitalizmus elkeriilhetetlen kovetkezményei akkor a REN antikapitalista.

A termékek élettartama mind rovidebb. A szdmitogépeket ,autokat par év utan
lecseraljiik.Ha ez a kapitalizmus akkor a REN antikapitalista. Egyre nehezebb megjavitattni
valamit,az a gyakori valasz hogy az 0 olcsobb.Hogyan jutottunk iddig és mi a hatdsa a bolyonkra és
a fogyasztokra ,brillidnsan van bemutatava egy 20 perces videdba The Story of Stuff’
http://www.storyofstuff.com

Klikkeljen a consumption -ra és megtekintheti hogy mi a probléma a fogyasztoi
tarsadalommal. Nemcsak A REN-t aggasztja a tal-fogyasztas.tekintse meg World News
Naponta jelennek meg at internetten kampanyok egy jobb és becstiletesebb

vilagért. A http://www.global-mindshift.org/ .honlapon tdmogathatja a bolygot és egyeb
mozgalmakat.

A Transition Towns mozgalom célja hogy megszabaduljunk a fogyasztoi

tarsadalomtol és ne fiiggjlink tobbet a fosszilis lizemanyagtol. A mozgalmat Rob
Hopkins kezdeményezte Irorszagban,ma a kdzpont helye Totnes, délnyugat

angliai varos. 64 varos Nagy -Britannidb6l,6 varos Ausztraliabol, 5 Uj Zélandrél

¢és 2 varos az USAbOI van aTransition Towns hivatalos listdjan.

Mint biirokratikus tarsadalom, Roméniaban hatalmas mennyiségii papirt haszndlnak

el. Nem hiszem hogy van még egy orszag ahol ennyi fénymasolo van a lakossaghoz
visszonyitva. A kdnyveldnk altal tudjuk hogy a cégiink minden banki tranzakcioja

utan egy masolatot a konyveldnek kell adni. Ez az ugynevezet elektronikus korszakban
egyszerlien nevetséges. A papir gyartasahoz hatalmas mennyiségii fat hasznalnak fel
valamint vegyszereket amelyek a folydkat szennyezik. Csokkenthetik a

papirmennyiséget amit felhasznalnak www.shrinkpaper.org honlapon megtud hatjak hogyan.

Plastic is another commodity you should remove from your life. See_Plastic death
Just how difficult it is to live without plastic can be found on the BBC news A month without

plastic

Some REN subscribers received an email regarding our article on dogs in the last issue. Read more
about this

A REN-rél
A REN Romania fenntarthat6,etikus és méltanyos jovoéért kampanyol. Mi azon a véleményen
vagyunk hogy a bolygonk érdekei és a kapitalizmus iitkozésben vannak. Ahhoz hogy egy kevéssbé


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/7508321.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/7508321.stm

karositd és méltanyosabb legyen a tarsadalom bolygonk érdekeit a haszonszerzés és 6nzo nyereség
elé kell helyezni.

A REN szivesen fogadja a cikkeket angol,romédn ,magyar vagy német nyelven
az olvasoktol. A cikk ne legyen nagyon hosszi.

A REN negyedévenként jelenik meg. A kovetkezd szam 2008 Oktober 31-én
jelenik meg.

A REN ezen szdmat Douglas Mcfarlane. szerkeztette,aki vallalaj a feleldsséget a hirtjsag
tartalmaért. Tovabbi munkatarsak. Steven Hermans, Rijmenam, Beligum, Sara Meaker

Low Impact Living Transilvania, Ramona Duminicioiu InfOMG-Romania, Noelle Nightingale
Peace Corps Romania, Adela Varga roman ¢és magyar forditas.
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A Transition Towns mozgalom jovéje(Transition Towns looking to future)

A hivatalos honlapon a kdvetkezdket olvas hatjuk.

Ha kozdsen tervezziink ¢€s idejében cseleksziink akkor egy olyan ¢életmddot teremthetiink amely
kozelebbi kapcsolatban van a természettel mint napjaink olajfiiggd taposdmalma amelybe benne
vagyunk .http://transitiontowns.org/Main/HomePage

Az lizenete ennek az hogy" van élet az olaj utan".Tudjuk hogy egy nap majd bekovetkezik

az olaj csucs ,de ez inkabb hamarabb lesz mint késobb. Minnél hamarabb késziiliink fel

erre anndl kisebb lesz a sokk amikor ez meg fog torténni. Minnél kisebb az energiaigényiink,
minnel kdzelebb van a munkahelyiink és minnél kozelebbi helyrdl jon az élelmiszer utanpotlas,


http://transitiontowns.org/Main/HomePage

annal kevésbbé fiiggiink az olaj aratdl és elérhetd ségétol.

Romaénia rossz iranyba halad. Még tobb arut importal mint valaha,a lakossag bankkdlcsonoket
vesz fel hogy megvasarolja az elsé autot vagy egy nagyobbat amelyik még tobb benzint fogyaszt.,
az emberek egyre tavolabb laknak a munkahelyiiktol.

A Transition Towns mozgalom egyik érve hogy nemcsak lesz élet az olaj utdn,hanem az hogy
kellemesebb is lesz. A roman allampolgarok panaszkodnak néha hogy milyen kellemetlen

az ¢élet Ceausescu beton tdmbhazaiban,de ritkdn gondolkodnak el azon melyek lehetnek az elényei.
Mint olyan valaki aki tdmbhdzban is lakott Roménidba és kiilvarosban Nagy-Britannidban ,a
tombhaz az eldnyeit is jobban tudom latni.

Az angliai kiilvarosban az emberek azt sem tudjak kik a szomszédok. Beiilnek az
autoba,mérfoldeket vezetnek amig a munkahelyiikre érnek,soha nem mennek el a helyi kocsmaba-
(a legtobb mar évek oOta be van zarva)-mivel ha vezetnek nem ihatnak. Nagyon ritkan iilnek ki a
kertbe és a sovénzkerités nagyon vastag. Nagyon sokan egy masik hazat épitettek a kert helyére
amit eladtak, mert a pénz fontosabb mint a tiszta levego ¢€s a szabadidds tevékenység .Hat -hét
szobas haznak csak egy lakoja van a magas valasi ardnyszam miatt. A nagy és rosszul szigetelt
hazak hatalmas energiat hasznalnak el. Tomegkozlekedés egyaltalan nincs vagy nagyon ritka. Mivel
a kiilvarosokban a hazak szétszortak, a lakossag siirtisége kicsi nincs is egy nyilvanval6 hely ahol a
buszmegall6 lehetne. A kozosségi szellem fellelhet6 a tombhazakban-(ha nincs foldalatti
parkol6).Az emberek taldlkoznak a liftben,lépcséhazban,a helyi barban,a piacon vagy a boltban.
Mivel sok ember €l egy kisebb teriileten a tomegkdzlekedés is konnyen megoldhatd,a szomszédok
egyltt miikodoek. Természetesen azért még sokat kell tenni a lakhatasi feltételek
javitasaért,valamint az energia haté konysagért,de alapvetden energia takarékosabb, k6zoséggi
szellem szempontjabol kellemesebb mint a kiilvaros.

A mai angliai helyzet var Romaniara is ha a nyugati €letstilus itt is teret fog hoditani.

A Guardian beszamolt arrdl hogy milyen elhatirozasra jutottak egy Transition Towns
tomeggytilésen. betiltani minden hirdetést ami a fogyasztast ,vasarlast 6sztondzi,a helyi
szupermarketot Orids parcelldva alakitani, egy sz¢€l turbinat fellallitani,alacsony energia
igényl hazakat épiteni,szigetelésre gyapjut hasznalni.

Az oOrias parcella egy hatalmas tertilet tele aprd kertekkel azok szamara akik témhazban
laknak de szeretnének kertet. Ironikus,de lehet hogy éppen most egy betonoznak le egy
romaniai kertet hogy egy szupermarket parkolola legyen.
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Volunteers For the Environment

Onkéntesek a kornyezetvédelemben.

Szeretnéd a kornyezetvédelmi szervezetet, a biofarmot vagy a fenntarthatd kereskedelmet
mozgasba hozni, de nincs pénzed Gondoltal-e arra hogy onkéntesket alkalmaz

Az onkéntesek nemcsak a szocialis teriileten tevékenykednek. Vilagszerte tobb ezer onkéntes
a kornyezetvédelem teriiletén aktival. Ezek az dnkéntesek az idéjliket és munkajukat arra
forditjak hogy a kornyezetet javitsak. Az dnkéntesek segitenek megvalodsitani a terveidet.

A REN masodik szamaban a WWOOF onkénteseit emlitettiilk meg. Egyéb szervezetek is vannak
amelyeket kiprobalhatsz. A SCI www.sci.ro olyan szervezet amelynek Romanidban is van fidkja.
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http://www.sci.ro/

Noelle Nightingale writes about Peace Corps volunteers working for the Environment in Romania.
Peace Corps Romania Environmental Program

If you’ve spent any length of time working in the Romanian non-profit world, you may have come
across a Peace Corps volunteer. Peace Corps volunteers can be found living and working in nearly
every county throughout Romania, in schools, city halls, small businesses, and both governmental
and non-governmental organizations. The Peace Corps, a United States government agency, is both
a cultural exchange and a development program; it was created in 1961 by former U.S. president
John F. Kennedy, and currently operates in 73 countries. It has operated in Romania since 1991.

There are approximately 140 Peace Corps Volunteers now serving in Romania, and approximately
20% of these work in the environmental sector. Peace Corps’ environmental program aims to
support local communities and organizations in their work to raise environmental awareness, and to
protect and improve the environment.

Read on for profiles of two Peace Corps Romania volunteers and their host organizations.
Doug Knight, Cluj Napoca

Peace Corps volunteer Doug Knight has been in Romania since February 2007. He works with
Clubul Montan Apuseni (The Apuseni Mountain Club) in Cluj Napoca, assisting them in their
efforts to develop eco-tourism packages and provide nature education to children from the Apuseni
mountain region. Doug’s role with Clubul Montan Apuseni is to help the organization with
fundraising, grantwriting, and development of eco-tourism packages. He also collaborates with
Ecouri Verzi (Green Echoes), another Cluj-based organization, to develop both green spaces
throughout Cluj Napoca, and environmental education programs for youth. Other projects Doug
has been involved in as a Peace Corps volunteer have been the founding and development of the
WWOOF network in Romania, writing environmental education lesson plans for other Peace Corps
volunteers, and helping to network several environmental NGOs in Cluj Napoca as they develop
into a strong community.

Ed Klaunig, Agnita

Ed Klaunig, a Peace Corps volunteer in Agnita, has been in Romania since February 2007. He
works with the Local Action Group (LAG). LAG is currently working to access the EU's Rural
Development structural funds (LEADER), in order to plan and implement large scale rural
development in its micro-region (in eastern Sibiu county). The organization is a collaborative effort
among local activisits and stakeholders who represent the various interests of the micro-region.
LAG attempts to include members who represent the diverse make-up of the area, including
women, people of different ages, different ethnicities, and different religions. During his time in
Romania, Ed has also helped to establish WWOOF Romania, and is currently working to strengthen
the organization, attract more Romanian farmers willing to host volunteers, and generally promote
WWOOF throughout Romania.

For more info about Peace Corps Romania, or to apply for a volunteer, please visit
WWW.PEacecorps.ro

Pentru a citi brosura in limba romana despre programul de mediu al Peace Corps in Romania,
consultati aceasta adresa:
http://www.peacecorps.ro/Programs/ENV/ENV_Webversion brochure/PCENVA4.htm



http://www.peacecorps.ro/Programs/ENV/ENV_Webversion_brochure/PCENVA4.htm
http://www.peacecorps.ro/
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A Volunteer's Experience

Steven Hermans Volunteered at Low Impact Living Transilvania (LILT) for 3 Weeks in June. Here
is his account of his how he spent his time.

Volunteering for Sara and Douglas has been an extremely rewarding experience for me. I was very
happy here and enjoyed every day. It didn't take long for the house in Huedin to feel like a home to
me. But it's the house in Domos I fell in love with. Not only for the village atmosphere and the
wonderful people who live there, but for the charming old building itself and especially the garden.
I saw it growing and transforming and I was proud that some of it was my work. We didn't spend
much time in Alunis, but I think that house has the same potential. So, what is so great about LILT?
It is a chance to explore and live a lifestyle that is long lost in industrialised nations like the one I
come from. You get the chance to meet some of the wonderful Kalotaszeg people and learn about
their traditions, and how and why to live a low impact life. I learned a lot about organic gardening
and the local fauna and flora and I grew confident in building and gardening, things I had little
experience in up until now. Most importantly, we had a lot of fun. Working and living intersect and
overlap - philosophical discussions while weeding, planning for the next day over dinner - so |
never felt I was actually working; everything is just life, what you do, and it feels good and
purposeful. To give an idea, here are some of the things I did in the three weeks I spent with
Douglas and Sara: I made 3 plant beds and planted and sowed different vegetables, staked and
strung up beans and tomatoes, did weeding, went to the film festival in Cluj, fixed a toilet door,
built a temporary bathroom, dug a toilet, helped a neighbour turning her hay, made a lot of salads,
tested soil for earth building and fixed some holes in the floor with earth, sickled and scythed large
areas of wild garden, etc. In conclusion, I had a wonderful time and can recommend everyone
interested in exploring this kind of lifestyle a stay in Huedin. For myself, the future might show that
this has been a life-changing experience, affirming the ideas I already had and inspiring me to be
active and live according to my convictions.

Steven
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Consumerism under attack around world

It is not only REN that is worried by the effects of consumerism.

Pope hits out at consumer culture

Pope Benedict XVI has attacked popular culture and consumerism in a formal address to tens of
thousands of young Roman Catholics. The pontiff also warned that natural resources were being
squandered, in the speech in Sydney, Australia. "Our world has grown weary of greed,
exploitation and division, of the tedium of false idols and piecemeal responses, and the pain of
false promises," he told the crowd. There were numerous signs something was amiss in modern
society, the pontiff said. He spoke of "scars which mark the surface of our earth - erosion,
deforestation, the squandering of the world's mineral and ocean resources in order to fuel an
insatiable consumption”. See BBC News report Pope hits out at consumer culture

Food waste on 'staggering' scale


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7510862.stm

People are needlessly throwing away 3.6m tonnes of food each year in England and Wales,
research suggests. The Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP) found that salad, fruit
and bread were most commonly wasted and 60% of all dumped food was untouched. The study
analysed the waste disposed of by 2,138 households. The study found that £9bn of avoidable
food waste was disposed of in England and Wales each year. It is mostly food that could have
been consumed if it had been better stored or managed, or had not been left uneaten on a plate.
Environment Minister Joan Ruddock said the findings were "staggering" at a time of global food
shortages and WRAP added it was an environmental issue. See BBC news report

Plastic Death

An Island of discarded plastic the size of Texas is floating in the Pacific Ocean. The negative effects

on marine life and seabirds is enormous.
1t seemed unbelievable, but [ never found a clear spot. In the week it took to cross the
subtropical high, no matter what time of day I looked, plastic debris was floating everywhere:
bottles, bottle caps, wrappers, fragments. See Trashed Pacific

Ren Says: There is really nothing which can be said about this. Consumerism is destroying our
planet.
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NEWS: Romania

Pressure on Gabriel Resources Continues

Alburnus Maior the organisation fighting to stop the destruction of Rosia Montana and the
surrounding area if a large open cast mine goes ahead is continuing to keep the pressure on Gabriel
Resources the Canadian mining company involved. Alburnus Maior has written an open letter to
Thomas Kaplan, a large investor in Gabriel Resources, who also is the main financial backing
behind an NGO called 'Pantera’, a global wild cat conservation group. Through his company,
'Electrum’, Thomas Kaplan owns over 14% of Gabriel Resources. He is executive chairman and co-
director with three others, including world famous cat biologist Dr. Alan Rabinowitz, of the
Panthera Foundation. Mr. Kaplan has been quoted as saying:

"It is my privilege that I can apply the lessons I have learned in other fields, and indeed the
important contacts that my professional life affords me, to drive a highly aggressive
environmental agenda. The opportunity to fund and reward those who have given their lives
to the pursuit of preserving the big cats and, equally importantly, the habitats and eco-systems
which sustain them, is the closing of a virtuous circle that began in my youth."

In their letter Alburnus Maior point out the the Apuseni Mountains are one of the last strongholds of
the European lynx and that the mining operations could lead to its disappearance in the area. The
letter ends with these words:

We commend you on your environmental and conservation leadership.
However, financial support for a project such as Rosia Montana is clearly
incompatible with such an environmental agenda. We urge you to

disassociate yourself with a project that clearly stands contrary to
environmental and social principles, by selling your stake in Gabriel
Resources.

REN says however important the environment is to T. Kaplan, the opportunity to make a financial
killing is obviously greater. Only when we put the environment firmly before profit can we hope to


http://www.mindfully.org/Plastic/Ocean/Moore-Trashed-PacificNov03.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/uk_news/7389351.stm

create a more planet friendly society.
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New Guest House in Rosia Montana
Another successful project in Rosia Montana is the La Gruber guest house, which will be opening
later this month. Stephanie from Alburnus Maior writes:

In late August we will launch our first pilot project at Rosia Montana. The guest house in the
centre of Rosia Montana has bunk beds, a self catering kitchen and wireless internet access.
Traditional breakfast and laundry services will also be available. The project was entirely
funded by individual donations.

To find out more go to Rosia Montana website and follow links alternatives-pilot projects
Rosia Montana
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Campaign against Formaldehyde Plant in Sebes Seeks Funding.

The Centre for the Development of Environmental Resources’(CIDRM) is seeking finances to
continue its lawsuits against the Kronospan formaldehyde plant in Sebes. Ramona Duminicioiu
reports on CIDRM.

Apart from the "Save Rosia Montana" campaign, CIDRM is closely involved in a series of other
campaigns in Romania, working in partnership with other NGOs or assisting the efforts of directly
affected citizens. These include the campaign against the plans of multinational, ‘Kronospan,’ to
expand their industrial installation which produces formaldehyde, in the town of Sebes (Alba
County); the campaign against the development of an open cast limestone mine and adjacent lime
factory in the picturesque village of Geomal( Alba County); assistance on environmental law issues
for the campaign against an Italian mining company's proposal to open a sienite mine in the village
of Ditrau (Harghita County); assistance on environmental law issues against the plans of the local
authorities to combat floods by regularizing the banks of Cris river in Oradea city (Bihor County)
etc.

CIDRM’s lawyers count amongst the best environmental lawyers in the country and the NGO has
secured important legal precedents all over Romania. CIDRM was also a partner of InfOMG in the
“The National Information Tour on the risks of Genetically Modified Organisms.”

To date the CIDRM team which includes its lawyers has carried out all its activities on a pro-bono
basis in order to show the NGO’s expertise and capacity. The NGO now needs funding due to the
increasing amount of cases and campaigns needing support. In particular, CIDRM urgently
requires funding to continue its work against the Kronospan formaldehyde plant in Sebes. The
environmental authorities in Alba county have been weak in enforcing legal provisions despite
overwhelming local opposition tot the plant. CIDRM therefore seeks to increase the pressure on the
local authorities by increasing public awareness, public participation, access to information and
justice for the citizens of Sebes city who will be directly affected by the production of formaldehyde
on an industrial scale. Formaldehyde is a chemical listed as highly cancerous by the World Health
Organization. Many people are already aware of the pollution and public health problems in
Sebes, due to the activity of Kronospan's wood processing factory, which is very visible from the
road, as you drive from Alba to Sibiu.

CIDRM recently submitted a project proposal for co-funding to the Environmental Partnership
Foundation. It was approved and CIDRM now needs to secure the remaining amount (7.657 EUR


http://www.rosiamontana.org/

or 12.013 USD) in order to implement the project. To find out more about the campaign and how
to give financial assistance email CIDRM at cidrm.cluj@gmail.com
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What's in the Press
Compiled by Sara Meaker

About Romania

The Times UK 18th May

Ron Liddle raves about his recent eco friendly, family holiday in Transylvania. He describes the
abundant wild life and the sustainable lifestyle that the many smallholders still have here. He is
entranced by the region's incredible history. He stayed at one of Count Kalnoky's guest houses in
Miklosvar, (See_Transylvanian Castle ) and travelled part of his journey here by train (from
Budapest).

For whole article, see http://www.timesonline.co.uk

Adevarul Tuesday 22nd June

Travelling from Bucharest to the Black Sea coast means many delays which the authorities are
trying to resolve. The congestion is due to speed limits and a lack of turning spaces. The solutions
are to restrict heavy goods vehicles travelling on this route at weekends, and to publicise an
alternative route to take. The ultimate solution will be to use the 'Motorway to the Sun' soon to be
built. Building roads is how problems of congestion are being solved all over Romania.

REN asks why the authorities are not considering more sustainable solutions such as improved
public transport/car sharing. In the long term, what happens when these new roads become
congested?

Evenimentul Zilei 30th June

In Brasov nearly 100 cyclists took part in a demonstration to raise awareness about the lack of cycle
lanes in the town. There is only one cycle lane in Brasov; it is one hundred metres long and runs
along the pavement in front of the town hall.

Evenimentul Zilei 30th June

An optional class, 'The Ecology of the Delta Dunare' can be taken in Junior schools (Gymnasium)
from the beginning of the next academic year. 'Salvati Delta' and 'Mai Mult Verde', in collaboration
with the Minister of the Environment and Education, launched the project, 'Cartea Dunariii Albastre’'
on 29th June. The pilot project will involve five hundred students and twenty two teachers from all
the schools in the region. The hope is that the young people will become a valuable resource and
will go on to educate others they come into contact with regarding the waters and ecosystems of the
Delta.

Faclia 4th July

Reports on a small milk and cheese factory in the 'comuna' of Iclod, Oltenia called Picolact. This
region is well known for its dairy production. The factory was set up in 1998 in the courtyard of a
local smallholder. They have recently moved into a modern dairy kept to EU standards. The boss
Darius Patrus heads a team of 25 workers Faclia reports all have good work conditions.

Monitorul de Cluj 4th July
By 2015 Romanian needs to have 20% of its land certified Bio. Now only 1% of the land is
Organic. Marion Cioceanu from Asociatiei Operatorilor din Agricultura Ecologica Bio Romania


http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/travel/destinations/europe/article3945016.ece
http://www.transylvaniancastle.com/
mailto:cidrm.cluj@gmail.com?subject=more information about Kronospan campaigh

says that the farmers need to receive the subsidies for conversion as they do in the rest of the EU.
Another representative from Bio Romania has said that this year will be a record for production of
bio wheat and peas (4 ton/hectare). This association is directing its comments directly to the
Minsitry of Agriculture. Their motive is that Romanian children and the sick have a right to
healthy, organic local food. At the moment 95% of organic production is exported; and costs
double the price of non-organic counterparts in hypermarkets.

REN believes it is better to buy local food rather than Organic (if this means imports). Support
your local market, those in your community and not foreign owned supermarkets/imported goods.

Gardianul Transilvania 4th July

The Train system is in crisis according to a survey conducted by Price Waterhouse and McKinsey's
on CFR. CFR Departments, responsible for train infrastructure, transportation of goods, and of
people, are all in financial chaos. They are not restructuring the costs, and the management is not
efficient. Stefan Roseanu of AFER (Asociatiei Industriei Feroviare din Romania) says that train
travel is chronically underfunded and that this is a political issue where rail infrastructure is not
made into something reliable, efficient and attractive.

REN Says: It appears car manufacturers have a loud voice in Romanian ministries. Across Western
Europe fast rail lines are being built to relieve pressure on roads, reduce the impact of travel on
climate change, and create a modern, fast, safe transport system. Once again Romania is applying
failed 20th century solutions and not modern 21st century solutions.

Adevarul Verde 22nd July

A survey carried out by Naturaland found that less than 1% of Romanians eat eco certified food,
and that these eco-shoppers are middle class between the ages of 26 and 39. The reason for the
small figure is high costs of such food and availability. Romania is an exporter of raw materials for
eco certifed food, but by the time the finished products return, they are four times more expensive
than products produced in Romania.

Adevarul Verde 22nd July

Sorin Adam Matei argues against a notable Romanian Professor 's anti capitalist stand made in
1990. This professor of history and sociology asked why anyone would need more than one type of
Salami. Matei believes we need a variety of everything to cater for the ever increasing range of
tastes/individualism in the world. He suggests that Capitalism doesn't always get it right in
predicting the needs of the consumer, but that on the whole capitalism and consumerism make for
an interesting life.

REN Says 'an interesting life' that is destroying our planet, of which there is only one.

Ziua 2nd August

Bears are to be culled in Brasov. This announcement comes after another person was killed on 1st
August by a bear 500 metres from the city centre. There is a whole list of recent fatalities caused by
bears entering the city for food.

REN Says. Aren't bears coming into the city because their natural environment and food source is
being destroyed? Is the rubbish being regularly removed, and efficiently disposed off, so as not to
attract bears or other animals? In Yellowstone park in the USA removing all rubbish (ie food for
hungry bears) has led to a massive reduction in bear attacks on humans. Aren't bears a protected
species? Why did the killing of a girl by a wild dog several months ago in Romania (again a fatality
among a whole list of recent fatalities), not provoke a similar outcry?



About the Rest of the World

Richmond Informer 6th June (UK)

Kingston University's Clare McCormack heads the team of researchers who have created the first
wind up compost toilet. Winding aerates the waste before a pipe transports the waste to a collection
point. Aerating drys the waste very quickly which means it turns into a dry compost, and can be
used to fertilise the garden.

Adevarul Verde 24th June

East Germany has built the largest photovoltaic power station in the world. It covers an area of 200
football pitches and produces 40 megawatts at full capacity.

From October this year for every 20m? of building in the town of Marburg, a photovoltaic panel
will be compulsory. Each panel costs cost 5000 Euros. Anyone not complying will be fined 1000
Euros.

Adevarul Verde 22nd July

Abu Dhabi in the Arab Emirates will built a zero emission city by 2016 for 50,0000 residents, and
1,500 companies. Transport will be public and solar powered; water will be cleaned by desalination
and after use, recycled in irrigation . For more information see Masdar Abu Dhabi

REN says Masdar is planned to be a zero-emissions waste free city. Why are initiatives like this not
springing up all over Romania?

Adevarul Verde 22nd July

Russia wants to become more energy efficient by 2020. Plans are being discussed to reduce energy
consumption by 40%. The Russian authorities are looking favourably on alternative energy
investments.

Complete articles can be found at the following sites www.adevarul.ro, www.expres.ro,
www.ziarulfaclia.ro, www.monitorulcj.ro, www.gardianul.ro/transilvania, www.ziua.ro

Is Romania finally waking up to the advantages of travelling by bike.

This is taken from an article (02/07) in Transilvanian Expres listing the benefits of cycling

Este un mijloc de transport modern, de viitor, tot mai utilizat in statele dezvoltate din UE si din alte
zone ale lumii. Are un potential de utilizare foarte mare in Romania, dar inca destul de putin
valorificat. Este benefica economiei, putand crea noi locuri de munca, dezvolta noi structuri de
productie si servicii specifice, implica investitii si clienti externi, promoveaza tehnologii moderne si
atrage dezvoltare economica durabila a unor zone sau sectoare. "Bicicleta este benefica social, din
punctul de vedere al integrarii si armoniei, atenuand perceptia discrepantelor si inegalitatii (intre
sofer si pieton, posesor de vehicul foarte scump sau foarte ieftin, intre cine conduce si cine e doar
pasager etc.). Ea usureaza mobilitatea si a celor dezavantajati, promovand contactul intre oamenti,
facilitand interactiunea si incluziunea sociala, dialogul si relatiile interumane intr-o masura mult
mai mare decat in cazul deplasarii cu autoturisme", explica Radu Mititean, presedintele Federatiei
Biciclistilor din Romania (din cadrul Clubului de Cicloturism NAPOCA). Federatia organizeaza
anual, incepand cu 2002, conferinte de cicloturism si promovarea bicicletei, in cadrul carora se
poarta discutii si se adopta decizii comune, cum ar fi documentele de pozitie, propuneri legislative
etc., de catre organizatiile implicate in promovarea bicicletei ca mijloc de transport cu rol utilitar si
recreativ. Urmatoarea conferinta va avea loc la Bucuresti, la inceputul lunii octombrie 2008 ("Pro

Velo VII"). See article in Transilvanian Express
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Critical Mass
There are now a number of critical mass cycle rides in Romania. They are listed on Wikipedia
Romania as:

Wikipedia: Romania

- Brasov (w), we meet every last Friday of the month at 18:30 at Civic Center of the city. On
30th of May 2008 we celebrated on 2 wheels the first year of Critical Mass in Brasov! You
can find photos and information here DirtBike.ro

+ Bucuresti (w), we meet in Tineretului park, the entrance of Sincai High School Map, on the
last Friday of every month at 6.00pm (see Bucuresti Critical Mass site).

+ Clyj (w), last Saturday of every month at 5.00pm, we meet in the Skate Park behind the
main post office, hp critical mass cluj

+ Ploiesti (w), we meet in Tineretului Park, near the statue of Mihai Viteazul, on the last
Friday of every month at 5.00pm.

- Timisoara (w), last Friday of every month at 6.00pm, we meet in front of the Timisoara
Orthodox Cathedral.

REN Says: You can see even more advantages of using a bicycle in the picture at this site (need to
scroll down to see picture) http://www.sustainedmagazine.com/
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Finally Dogs

Following the article in REN 2 regarding the killing of a child by feral dogs some subscribers were
sent a response to this article by Claudiu losim (animedarad@yahoo.com). As REN is sent out in
batches many of you did not receive this. A few extracts are included below. If you wish to read the
full letter please email a request to editor ren@operamail.com . We asked Claudiu to write an
article for REN, but unfortunately he does not have the time at the moment. You can find out more
about the charity that Claudiu represents at http://www.animed.ro/arad/animed.php

Extracts from letter (we have not corrected language errors)

........ of course the child's parents and the land owner

are the ones to blame. the children are to blame as
well. probably no one ever told you how cruel children
can be towars stray dogs and stray cats. we know

........ after that, let's analize those dogs as well. who

sailis those were stray dogs? I bet you those were
"their" dogs. meaning they kept them there, they "fed"
them, they let them breed and they hit them with
everithing they got: feet, stones, wood and so on.

6. the number of people bitten every year by dogs
again, a big mistake. I was bitten by a owned dog once
and went to the hospital for those shots. they wrote
in a form my name, address, age, ID number and the
fact that I was bitten by a dog. they never write down
on that form if those dogs are owned or stray. the
just mark dog bite. every now and then someone from
the media calls the hospital and ask for that number
and then writes a terrifying article about the huge
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number of people that were bitten by dogs, without
mentioning how many of those dogs had in fact an owner
and were not strays at all.
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REN Needs you

To be successful REN requires to have all the news about events and actions organised by
all the NGOs and companies across Romania, which put the health of the planet and the
welfare of all before profit or gain. We need longer articles (maximum two pages in font 12
REN reserves the right to edit articles and correct typing and language) preferably with
links to websites were those interested can find out more information.

WE NEED YOU. We accept articles in English, Romanian, Hungarian, and German. If you
want people who speak your language who do not speak English to read some of the
articles in REN 3, please translate the article and publish it somewhere else. If you send it
to us it will appear in the next edition of REN. REN 4 will be published on October 31st.
You can start by translating the above request so that it will appear in all our languages in
REN 4. The list of organisations below is very short. We need your up-to-date current
contact and information details. They will appear in REN 4.

Contact REN Email: editor ren@operamail.com

return to table of contents

ORGANISATIONS

Discover

cCO

Romania

Association of Ecotourism in Romania

Asociatia de Ecoturism din Roménia (AER)
OP 1, CP 210
Brasov 500500
Tel/Fax: +40 368 441084
Mobil: +40 728 974801
Email: eco-romania@gmail.com
Web: www.eco-romania.ro

Clubul de Ecologie si Turism MOLDAVIA
PO BOX 50-1 cod 5725 Pascani-Romania
Tel.(Fax) 40-32-762267 Email: cetmoldavia@hotmail.com
Motto: “Ad virginem redeuntem”
“Sa ne intoarcem la natura”


mailto:editor_ren@operamail.com

S.C. Low Impact Living Transilvania S.R.L
LILTrans exists to attract downsizers and environmentalists from Western Europe to come and live
in the Kalotaszeg region around Huedin, Judetul Cluj. liltransyl.co.uk

INTBAU

International Network for Traditional Building, Architecture & Urbanism
PATRON: HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES

INTBAU is a world wide organisation dedicated to the support of traditional building, the
maintenance of local character and the creation of better places to live. We are creating an active
network of individuals and institutions who design, make, maintain, study or enjoy traditional
building, architecture and places. http://www.intbau.org/index.htm

The Mihai
"Eminescu Trust

MLT

The Mihai Eminescu Trust is dedicated to the conservation and regeneration of villages
and communes in Transylvania and the Maramures, two of the most unspoilt regions of

Europe.  http://www.mihaieminescutrust.org/

Salvati

Ll

Change Rosia Montana’s fate! The Save Rosia Montana’ campaign needs your help to stop what if
developed would be a catastrophic mining development. They need you to stop Europe’s largest
open cast cyanide leach gold mine from happening._http://www.rosiamontana.ro/index en.shtml

http://www.reactieinlant.ro/
Reactie in Lant este o campanie de promovare a bicicletei ca mijloc privilegiat de transport in oras.

In cadrul campaniei avem o serie de marsuri pe bicicleta. Marsul din fiecare ultima Sambata din
luna este intitulat Critical Mass.
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Contact REN Email: editor_ren@operamail.com
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Address: REN, Douglas Mcfarlane, Oficiul postal 1, CP2, Huedin, Jud. Cluj, Romania.
Tel: (Romania) 0264 351150 or mobile (Romania only)0751792593
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